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‘BURN IT’

Photos by Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A 30-foot tiger, built by USC engineering students, goes up in flames, leaving only its charred remains during the university’s annual Tiger Burn pep rally Monday evening.

UP IN SMOKE: From towering tiger to scorched skeleton
For a hyped matchup, pep
rally burns mascot in eﬃgy
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Before fire was set to a 30-foot bright
orange tiger Monday night , Pastor
Frank Anderson of the Carolina Campus

Ministers Association told a knockknock joke to the crowd of hundreds
packing the Greene Street Intramural
Fields.
“Knock, knock,” Anderson said.
“Who’s there?” the crowd replied.
“Orange!” he shouted.
“Orange who?” the crowd shouted
back.

“Orange you glad you don’t go to
Clemson?”
As the crowd of Gamecocks roared
in agreement, the giant cat went up
in f lames. Over the course of three
minutes, the orange-and-black striped
paper burned and fell to the ground,
leaving behind a charred and naked
skeleton of the tiger it once was.

As the big cat burned, fireworks burst
and lit the night sky. On the fields,
students danced to “Sandstorm” as they
hurled insults at the animal effigy.
Student Body Vice President Chase
Mizzell , who doubles as USC’s Mic
Man, hosted Tiger Burn, the annual pep
TIGER ● A3

After inaugural season, tweaks expected for ticketing system
Paying for tickets, assigned seats
still possible, among proposed ﬁxes
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Saturday marked the fi rst full home season for
USC’s new student ticketing system , but Anna
Edwards still has her issues with it.
While the director of student services thinks
Ticket master is doing f ine , she instead has
questions about USC’s culture and why so many
students leave football games early — or fail to
come at all.
Student Ticketing has 12,000 seats in all to
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67°

42°

Wednesday
67°

42°

divvy up, and over the course of this year’s home
schedule, students only claimed all of them for
one game — Georgia.
Since then, the number of ticket requests and
students scanning in have tapered off as the
number of no-shows has risen, according to
data provided by Adrienne White , the Student
Ticketing coordinator.
The nu mber of t icket request s was more
than 10,000 for each of the first four games ,
according to the data, but failed to break 9,000
after Georgia, and the number of no-shows has
grown from 372 against Missouri — the first
game for which numbers are available — to 1,615
against Wofford.

That’s a late-season trend that happens year
after year, Edwards said.
“We start strong, but we just drop, regardless
of who we play for this last game, even Clemson,”
she said.
Edwards and W hite aren’t quite sure what
to do about it, but they’re still considering a
number of possible changes:
– Giving up a chunk of students’ 12,000-ticket
allocation, so Athletics can sell them
– Going back to a game-by-game lottery
– Getting rid of upper-deck student seating
– Having students scan on their way out
– Changing when students apply for their
TICKETING ● A2

‘Twilight’ finale

GOP fails to win

Miles ahead

The last installment in
the series sucks the
last bit of life out with
overdone drama and
poor timing.

Columnist Scott Horn
explains why the
Republican party lost
this year’s presidential
election

See page A5

See page A4

Redshirt senior
tailback Kenny Miles
will look to repeat his
strong performance
against Clemson last
year.
See page B2
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TICKETING ● Continued from A1
season passes to later in the summer
And they’re still looking into a pair of ideas
t hat have been pitched to st udent s before:
charging for student tickets and assigning seats,
which Edwards and W hite said are common
practice among schools in the Southeastern
Conference that could help keep students in the
stands.
Those proposals will be included in a survey
the office will conduct in January, Edwards said,
and they’ll be discussed further at a series of
focus groups in February.
It’s an effort to bring students’ voices into the
process, especially as they consider proposals
that haven’t always been received warmly.
“There are going to be cons to everything,”
Edwards said, adding that the office wants to get
“at least enough information out there so that
students feel that their voice was heard (and)

that students feel that we all truly evaluated the
options.”
By the time spring break rolls around, Student
Ticketing will have a better idea for what the
system will look like next semester, Edwards said.
For now, the discussions surrounding next
season are mostly questions.
T hey a ren’t su re why t he percent age of
students ejected has fallen this season — only
seven students were ejected at the game against
Wofford and four for Arkansas , down from 53
against Georgia , according to White — while
the percentage of fans overall who were ejected
has grown.
And they don’t know why students’ attendance
falls in t he latter half of t he season or why
students keep leaving at halftime, a trend that
elicited a plea to students from coach Steve
Spurrier last week, asking them to stay for the
alma mater after the game.
They also wa nt to k now if t hose t rends,

especially the late-season slump, are normal,
so they’ll start collecting data from other SEC
schools.
But regardless of the solutions they settle on,
Edwards said they’d be challenged with creating
an atmosphere inside Williams-Brice Stadium
that’s as exciting as the tailgating outside, issues
USC doesn’t have with basketball and baseball
games in the winter and spring.
“I t hink what we’ve created wit h football
environment is a culture of tailgating, and not
a culture of necessarily cheering on the team
and engaging in that spirit and what’s going on
inside,” Edwards said.
At least, White added, not for long.
“They are for a moment, and then it’s like, ‘I’m
tired of it, and I’m going back to my social life,’”
White said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

University introduces new
business information resource
Cost of subscription
to Factiva not available
Evan D. Gatti

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC students and faculty have
access to Fac t iva , a h igh-level
business information resource, but
how much USC’s subscription to
the service costs isn’t clear.
The prog ra m is r u n by Dow
Jones & Co. and allows users to
conduct research with a number of
tools, including expert analysis as
well as a sophisticated aggregation
of content, according to Em ily
Doyle , a business librarian in the
Spring Business Library involved in
acquiring the subscription.
Factiva was introduced in 1999,
when it was built by Reuters and
Dow Jones. Since then, the database
has become a highly used resource
among students and researchers, so
when the Richland County Public
Librar y ended its subscript ion,
business faculty asked USC to buy
one.
Doyle wouldn’t say how much
the subscription costs; Factiva’s
l i c e n s i n g a g r e e m e n t d o e s n’t
allow USC to disclose its terms
— including t he cost. It’s paid
for w it h Un iver sit y L ibr a r ie s
funds allocated for such business
information subscriptions.
USC bought t he subscript ion
after it conducted a trial period
and got input f rom facult y and
Ph.D. candidates “in every business

@

major,” Doyle wrote in an email.
The resource could have impacts
beyond the facult y, though, and
Doyle t h i n k s it cou ld help out
students, since about 80 percent
of Fortune Global 500 companies
use it . The service is available to
students on and off campus.
“St udent s ca n ga i n prac t ica l
experience using a resource they
are likely to encounter in t heir
future employment,” Doyle wrote.
It ’s si m i la r, Doyle w rote, to
Business Source Complete — a
p r o d u c t f r o m E B S C O ho s t —
LexisNexis Academic , which are
more com mon ly used among
st udent s. USC ’s pay ment s for
both of those services is handled
by t he PA SC A L consort ium —
Partnership Among South Carolina
Academic Libraries.
Doyle also emphasized that it
had benefits beyond the business
school.
“Factiva is a valuable research
tool and supports the curriculum
for ma ny add it ional areas,
including political science, media
studies, technology, social sciences,
journalism and more,” she wrote.
Factiva also gathers more than
35,000 information sources from
20 0 cou nt ries in 28 lang uages ,
accordi ng to Doyle, wh ich she
said would be especially helpf ul
for students in the international
business program.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Provided by Community Service Programs

Students volunteer for Habitat for Humanity in Johns Island over fall break, as
a part of the Office of Community Service Programs’ alternative break program.

Service program headed to capital
Alternative break trip focuses
on LGBT advocacy, awareness
Khadijah Dennis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When one group of students heads
to Washington, D.C., over winter
break, it won’t be for the sightseeing.
USC ’s O f f ic e of C om mu n it y
Service Programs will send students
to the district to help out in the
c a p it a l , a n d t h i s y e a r, t h e y ’ l l
focus on lesbian, gay, bisexual and
t r a n sg ender ( L GB T ) ad vo c ac y
and awareness issues as a part of
the universit y’s alternative break
program, the f irst during winter
break .
“The main goal of [alternative
break] trips is to educate students
about pressing social issues while
m a k i ng a d i rec t i mpac t on t he
community,” Noël Marsh , a thirdyear religion and psychology student
coordinating the trip, wrote in an
email response.
I n Wa s h i n g t o n , t he y ’ l l v i s it
org a n i z at ion s l i k e t he Hu m a n
R ight s Campa ig n , t he Nat ional
Center for Transgender Equalit y
and the Gay and Lesbian Victory
Fu nd a nd Leadersh ip I nst it ute .
They’ll volunteer at Food & Friends,
a nonprofit that supports people who
have been diag nosed w it h H I V,

@

A IDS and other serious illnesses ,
according to Marsh.
It’s an experience that has already
helped Marsh expand her worldview.
“Pla n n i ng t h is t r ip has really
given me an appreciation for the
st r uggles t he LGBT communit y
faces every day and how much work
is still left to be done in order to
achieve equality and acceptance in
multiple areas,” Marsh wrote.
Marsh will be joined by Melanie
Bracht , a fi rst-year business student
who w rote in an email response
that she’d gained much from her
experience with another alternative
break trip.
Bracht traveled to Johns Island,
S.C ., over fall break , where she
worked with Habitat for Humanity
building trusses, putting in doors
and working with the families she
was helping.
“As college students, we live in a
university bubble,” Bracht wrote. “I
think it’s important to go out and
experience the real world. So many
people are struggling with a vast
array of problems.”
T he t r ip to Wa sh i ng ton w i l l
run Jan. 5 to 11 and will cost $150,
wh ich covers food, housing and
transportation.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

visit us:

dailygamecock.com
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NOMINATION DEADLINE
MARCH 1
Know a student, faculty or staff
member who stood up and
helped someone?
Nominate them for a
Hero Award at
sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero
Student Health Services
Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention
& Prevention
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TIGER ● Continued from A1
rally held in anticipation of USC’s rivalry game against
Clemson.
Cocky danced to “Gangnam Style” as students lined
up for towels and sunglasses from the My Carolina
Alumni Association and as the sun set behind the giant
tiger, constructed by USC’s chapters of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers and the American
Society of Civil Engineers.
Mizzell and the Gamecocks cheerleaders led students
in traditional gameday cheers, and he hosted a game of
Carolina Trivia.
As the pre-burn performances wore on, the crowd
got antsy; some students booed when dance group
Rik-a-Sha was introduced for its second performance.
Others began chanting, “Burn it.”
“I thought someone was going to throw a lighter
and burn it down themselves,” said ﬁ rst-year biology
student Rachel Ethridge.
But after performances from Rik-a-Sha; Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity, Inc.; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.;
and Swype, USC’s break-dancing organization, it was
time.
Anderson delivered the traditional eulogy for the
tiger, and it was time to burn the tiger in efﬁgy — as
ﬂames engulfed what he called a “puffed-up, overrated
and aptly named pussycat from a place called Clemson.”
Photos by Renee Cooper / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fireworks erupt during Monday evening’s Tiger Burn pep rally, in which a massive tiger efﬁgy was engulfed in ﬂames.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Mismanagement tops
underlying problems
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New ideas needed for
old ticketing problems
A f t e r ou r l ac k lu s t e r w i n a g a i n s t
Wof ford, t he last home game of t he
season, it’s time to reflect once again on
our ticketing system.
Fo r n e x t y e a r, S t u d e nt S e r v i c e s
mentioned going back to a game-by-game
lottery and providing students with an
i ncent ive to
“Offering the
stay the entire
same few ideas game. They’ve
also mentioned
students have
charging us
for tickets and
already roundly
assigning us
rejected won’t
seats . If t hese
help keep
ideas sound
fam iliar, t hey
students in the
are. Instead
stands.”
of com i ng up
with new ideas
to improve our ticket system, Student
Ser vices has repackaged the same old
ideas, even when the system could use
more creative suggestions.
We agree with them — we’d like to see
students stay for the entire game, and
we’d like to see them use all 12,000 tickets
we’re given.
Football games here at South Carolina
are an integral part of student life, and
more thought needs to be put into making
the experience the best it can be.
But of f e r i n g t he s a m e f e w id e a s
students have already roundly rejected
won’t help keep students in the stands. It
only causes frustration for students and
administrators alike, and it keeps us from
getting anything done.
As a student body, we think our opinion
has been made clear. We don’t want to
pay for tickets, and we want to choose
where we sit in the student section. And
we do like some of their suggestions —
the deadline to apply for a season ticket
should be moved back, and we need good
incentives to make staying for the alma
mater worthwhile. We’d like to hear more
new, invigorating ideas.
But there’s no need to keep bringing
back the same ideas we’ve already rejected.

GOP rejected over fundamentals
Party message out of
touch; members clueless

Two week s have passed since
Elect ion Day. Two week s have
been spent analyzing the numbers,
dissecting why the president won
and why the Republican Party lost
handily. The Republicans have had
two weeks to begin thinking of what
t heir new direct ion
should be after a solid
rejection by America.
Instead, they’ve
appa rent ly dec ided
to double-dow n on
insanity.
M it t R o m n e y,
Scott
apparently blind to how
Horn
badly his self-infl icted
Fourth-year
“uncaring rich man”
political science
student
appearance hurt him,
decided to continue the
theme after his crushing loss. “The
president’s campaign, if you will,
focused on giving targeted groups
a big gift. He made a big effort on
small things,” he said.
Here’s a little hint for Republicans
out there: These weren’t small things.
Women don’t like being treated like
baby factories. Latinos don’t like
being targeted by police because of
the color of their skin. Homosexuals
don’t like being denied the same
rights everyone else has. Minorities
especially don’t like it when the
“Good Ol’ Boy” Party decides to
try winning by disenfranchising
hundreds of thousands.
Here’s another hint: If the only
way you can win is to keep people
from voting, your ideas are terrible.
It’s obvious Republicans don’t get
it. The middle class is tired of seeing

rich men complaining about their
supposedly high taxes, and yet the
House leadership continues to fight
for millionaires to keep a few more
percentage points in taxes.
These are the same “job creators”
threatening to cut jobs and hours
because President Barack Obama was
re-elected. A pizza chain owner living
in a castle and giving away 2 million
free pizzas can’t stand the idea of
giving his employees a living wage or
decent health care.
Corporate profits are at record
levels while income disparity is at
an all-time high. America is falling
behind in the world because the
Republicans have spent the last 30
years dismantling the power of the
government to better the lives of its
citizens. People are finally starting to
wake up to the reality.
E xcept for t he Republ ic a n s,
of course. On election night, Bill
O’Reilly bemoaned the death of
the “white establishment.” But
America is not a country only for
white, Christian, straight, rich men.
America is a country for everyone.
We are not weaker because of our
multiculturalism. We are stronger
for it.
After the election, petitions began
to circulate asking for secession; like
petulant little children, a large host of
racist, ignorant Republicans decided
they loved America so much they just
had to leave it.
Good riddance. If Republican
policies were so great, traditionally
red states wouldn’t need to be propped
up by the federal government. But
if that’s what Republicans want so
much, then feel free to leave.
The rest of us need to get back to
work moving forward.

Hoste s s Br a nds, I nc. , a n
iconic American company, has
had some financial problems. It
fi led Chapter 11 bankruptcy in
January — its second in a decade
— and it recently tried to cut
union workers’ pay, health and
pension benefits .
Un i o n w o r k e r s
w o u l d n’t s t a n d
for that, so what
does Hostess do?
It t h r e at e n s t o
liquidate its assets
Aaron
instead of playing
McDuffie
fa i r leav i ng t he
First-year
st at us of classic
political science
and iconic
student
American brands
like Wonder Bread, Ho Hos or
even Twinkies uncertain, along
with about 18,000 jobs.
But there’s no reason to fear.
On Monday, the judge presiding
over the bankruptcy case urged
both Hostess and the union to
try and mediate their confl ict.
It’s possibly the last chance for
both sides to come together
and reach an agreement, and
hopef u lly it’ll head of f t he
liquidation. Otherwise, Hostess
would collapse, and then other
companies would have to fight
like vultures for the remaining
scraps.
It’s easy to point fingers at the
union for being too demanding
in these situations, but enough
is enough. The fault for this
conf lict mainly lies with the
company itself, part icularly
m a n a g e me nt . Ho s t e s s h a s
m isma naged it s f u nds on a
constant basis, and it shouldn’t
constantly try to shortchange
union workers to fi x its mistake.
Un io n s a r e s up p o s e d t o
protect t he com mon ma n
from being taken advantage
of, and Hostess’ actions are
unacceptable . Let’s just hope
this forced mediation works, for
not only the future of Twinkies,
but the future of union worker
rights as well.

Thanksgiving a time for family, not shopping
Black Friday doesn’t deserve same
level of focus, attention as holiday
A s Thank sg iv ing approaches, many of us
prepare to gather with family and loved ones to
share a traditional turkey dinner and give thanks
for everything in our lives.
Over the years however, the following day,
k now n as Black Fr iday, has st ar ted to t ake
precedence and become more anticipated over the
national holiday.
It ’s a c o m me r c i a l hol id a y, w he n s t o r e s
nationwide hold huge sales in preparation for the
Christmas season. While I am not one to argue a
bargain, I feel that celebrating Thanksgiving with
friends and family is much more significant than
any consumer sale.
Typically, retail stores open their doors to the
shopping frenzy at midnight, but competition
has led t hem to open ing as early as 8 p.m.
Thanksgiving Day. This deters people from
enjoying their Thanksgiving gatherings because

now the main purpose is to ensure they don’t miss
out on any of the sales. The employees of these
retail stores are affected as well because they are
required to work Thanksgiving night.
One of the greater qualities of
the Thanksgiving holiday is that
the true meaning of the celebration
h a s n o t b e e n f u l l y t a i nt e d b y
consumerism — at least not yet. To
most, Christmas is just about Santa
Claus and presents rather than faith,
Kathryn
Valentine’s Day is a celebration of
Duggan
Hallmark’s retail price on love and
Third-year
Easter has become the day when an
journalism
oversized bunny hops around the
student
world giving little k ids chocolate
eggs.
W h ile I don’t completely condem n t hese
rituals, because I too enjoy celebrating them,
I feel we have let our holidays be consumed by
consumerism, and I fear Black Friday will do the
same to Thanksgiving.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p a g e i s t o s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words

If we let this continue, stores are just going
to continue opening earlier, and what was once
a time to join together in thanks will become a
time of preparing for the next holiday rather than
enjoying the current one.
Black Friday can be a fun after-Thanksgiving
ritual for family and friends to do together, but
it shouldn’t be the main focus. This season we
should focus on Thanksgiving and not allow
Black Friday to affect the holiday itself. The
stores aren’t going to disappear if you wait a few
hours; they’ll still be there Friday, as will the
sales. So enjoy Thanksgiving rather than waiting
in ridiculous lines to get the perfect present.
Honestly, when I think back to last Christmas,
I cannot recall what I received or what I gave
to others but rather where I went and whom I
celebrated with.
As corny as this may sound, presents aren’t what
make the holidays so great. It’s the people and the
celebrations themselves, and unfortunately, many
people may have forgotten that.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
An article in Monday’s edition on Delta Zeta sorority’s 5K run
incorrectly described Justin Jones’ connection to USC. Jones is
an alumnus of the university. The Daily Gamecock regrets the error.
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Holidays bring out quirks in every family
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Thanksgiving is the season of many things. For many of us, it’s all
about getting together with family members (some of whom you can
only stand to visit once a year) and stuffing our faces with mashed
potatoes, turkey and green bean casserole until we slip into a deep,
gravy-induced coma, waking only to change into sweatpants or actually
get up from your seat at the dining table. Traditions may vary, but
whether you’re baking pies with your grandma, watching the Jerry
Springer “Leftover Lovers” television special or drawing mediocre
turkeys using your hand as a stencil, some things just won’t just cut the
turkey when it comes to quality family bonding. Here are the top family
“trouble areas” we can identify through past Turkey Day experiences.

Cooking with Family
We’ve all seen Paula Deen celebrate the holidays with
her sons. They laugh and playfully jab at each other
while lacquering just about every dinnertime dish with
enough layers of butter to clog half of America’s arteries.
A real family’s kitchen at Thanksgiving? Not like this. Picture about 10
of your relatives stuffed into a narrow space ferociously arguing over
what temperature produces the juiciest turkey or whether celery belongs
in the stuffing. Your little brother just stuck his fingers in the sweet
potato pie for the sixth time, Buster the beagle just took a flying leap at
the gravy boat and there’s no room in the oven for Aunt Fanny’s squash
surprise, which, let’s face it, no one is really all that upset about. Being
with family during the holidays can be great. Cramming into one room
with sharp knives and hot plates is not. Save yourself a few scrambled
messes and smoking stovetops by cooking some dishes before you reach
your holiday destination. Aunt Fanny will thank you later.

Politics with Family
With the recent presidential election still so fresh in our minds, it
might be easy to turn to politics as a go-to conversation topic over a
few post-dinner drinks. However, be sure to do this at your own risk.
If we learned anything from election 2012, it’s that (surprise, surprise)
not everyone agrees on the same thing! But unlike our friends and
work colleagues, our family is not so easy to escape from when things

get heated, especially when you’ve just packed on 50 pounds in turkey
weight and it takes all of the energy you can muster just to walk to the
bathroom. So if you’re gonna pick a fight with your so-right-wing-he’salmost-left great uncle, remember: You will probably never win against
a man who can 1) barely hear you over the sound of his hearing aid
whirring and 2) drinks Kentucky Gentleman like it doesn’t singe his
stomach lining. The same goes for bringing up genetically modified
organisms with your flower child cousin. Choose your battles wisely.

Sports with Family
Generally, members of the same household or family
tend to pull for the same sports team. But there’s always the
obnoxious one who cheers for the other side just because
his father never showed up to his pee-wee football game or
his clarinet recital. Whether you’re from the north, south,
east or west, love and loyalty to the team you grew up with is
universal. In fact, the majority of Americans will probably get
more defensive if you dissed their quarterback than their political
candidate. We all know the “oh, it’s only a game” stuff is a load of
bologna when you’re down by 24 at your own 30-yard line. And when
you’re jacked up on a lethal combination of pie and potatoes, those five
little words are all you need to leap up from your recliner and strangle
Grandpa with your New York Jets Snuggie. Don’t ruin a perfectly good
Snuggie; find another television set.

Shopping with Family
Many families have the yearly tradition of hitting the shopping malls
or department stores for Black Friday shopping. While some of us may
view said families as legally insane, there must be a little pleasure derived
from getting eight iPods for the price of seven or stocking up on socks
for the whole family to enjoy until they get lost in the dryer (the socks,
not the family). But somehow this chaotic post-holiday spree can
often bring out the worst in people, so don’t be surprised
if you find yourself clawing your sister-in-law’s eyes out
for the last pair of Ugg boots or tipping over Gran’s
wheelchair at the sight of half-off kitchen appliances. But
don’t forget that we’re often more successful if we work
in teams, so you may be better off strategizing together
before you hit the stores. Family-name team jerseys
optional.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Cooking and sports graphics
courtesy of The Noun Project

‘Twilight’ sucks
last bit of life
from series
Courtesy of collider.com

Robert Pattinson (left) and Kristen Stewart, a real life couple, star as the famed vampire couple in the last installment of the “Twilight” series, “Breaking Dawn – Part 2.”

Second ‘Breaking Dawn’ ends saga with
overdone dramatics, uneven pacing
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn
– Part 2”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Bill Condon
Starring: Kristen Stewart, Robert
Pattinson, Taylor Lautner
Rating: PG-13 for disturbing images,
some sensuality and partial nudity

If I could just have a moment of your time, I would
like to take this opportunity to celebrate the ending
of the one of the most beloved and most hated film
series. Thank you.
But in all seriousness, this made-for-Lifetime series
has fi nally met its last chapter, ending the fantasy
for the die-hard tween lovers and the nightmare for
the hard-core haters. And does “The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn – Part 2” give a finale worth boasting
about?
The answer is not really, basically because we still
have the same fantasy crap that has been poisoning
our society since the first book, but I’m going to write
this review with as much of an open mind as I can.
The biggest problem with “Breaking Dawn – Part
2” is probably the uneven pacing from start to finish.
Director Bill Condon strives to make everything
more cinematic while staying true to the source
material, resulting in an odd balance of intentional

and unintentional comedy, sweeter moments and all
of the steam the fans crave.
When last we saw the newlyweds, Edward (Robert
Pattinson) had turned Bella (Kristen Stewart) into a
vampire to prevent her from dying during childbirth.
Now she’s a full bloodsucker boasting about how a
life of mountain lion devouring and cliff jumping
suits her (this time not trying to kill herself).
Throughout the entire series, Stewart’s acting
has been bland, boring and deader than undead. By
now, she has definitely become more comfortable
in the role, as have Pattinson and Taylor Lautner in
theirs. As a vampire, she’s allowed to act livelier than
in the past films, but her acting still hasn’t improved
because the writers can’t give her a piece of dialogue
that isn’t laughable.
Even though she’s married to the love of her life
TWILIGHT ● A6
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TWILIGHT ● Cont. from A5
as a ravenous and hypera ler t v a mpi re , B el l a
still has problems. The
Volturi have mistaken
Bella’s rapidly growing
daughter, Renesmee,
as an Immortal Child,
a savage little creature
that destroys instead of
throwing sippie cups in a
ﬁt of rage.
Still around is
werewolf Jacob
( Laut ner), who once
rivaled Edward for Bella’s
affections, because he
(and I’m not k idding
here) “imprinted” on
R e ne s me e w he n s he
was born. Apparently,
t h i s me a n s Ja c ob i s
now pa i red w it h t he
7-year-old vampire. I
just wonder how t he
f ilm ma kers ma naged
to slip that through the
MPAA rating.
These t h ree lead

Contact (803)777-2811 with any questions

actors just do all of the
s a me t h i ng s t he y ’ve
been doing throughout
the entire series. There’s
that greatly anticipated
moment when Jacob
takes his shirt off (cliche
to talk about, I know),
so anticipated that the
camera soaks in every
detail. Patt inson and
Stewar t also steam
things up with another
sex scene but, due to
the PG-13 rating, you
don’t get to see much
of Stewart. It’s become
tedious just in time for
the ﬁnale.
The supporting cast
doesn’t offer much for
entertainment eit her.
M i c h a e l S h e e n (a s
A ro, the leader of the
Volturi) just hams up
his entire screen time to
the point where it looks
like he escaped f rom
“ T he Ro c k y Hor ror
Picture Show.” Dakota

don’t miss a pill

and you won’t miss a beat
before you leave for break

from the campus pharmacy

@ thomson student health center
online
use your carolina card
park in a reserved space
803.777.4890

Student Health Services
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

In support of Healthy Carolina

Fa n n i n g s upp o s e d l y
comes off as creepy, and
she’s apparently picked
up Stewart’s knack for
sounding bored with her
dialogue. Her lines are
basically limited to the
word “pain.” My newly
adopted baby cousin has
more to say.
The climactic action
that ensues between the
wolf-vampire gang and
the overly-dressed-fort he-occasion Volt u r i
does have its share of
surprises and visceral
moments, but it was all
rip-and-tear with cheap,
highly CGI-enhanced
effects. And too much
inane, clumsy dialogue
leaves it all completely
joyless.
After ﬁve years of the
“Twilight” popularit y
being shoved down our
society’s throat, I still
don’t understand how
the franchise has become
so popular, other than a
vampire’s representation
of youthful immortality.
I’m just happy I won’t
h ave t o s e e a not her
nightmare of a vampire
fantasy ﬁlm on screen for
a while.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
mix
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EMPLOYMENT

Work-Study Position
The Office of Student Media
is looking for a front office
assistant to work 11am-2pm.
Duties include answering
phones, making copies,
data entry, preparing mail
outs, handling incoming and
outgoing mail, filing and other
duties as assigned. Please
contact Kristine at
777-7866 or email
kristine@mailbox.sc.edu
for more information

TRAVEL

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
TITLE FIGHT, PIANOS
BECOME THE TEETH,
SINGLE MOTHERS
7 p.m., $14
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Don’t even try proving
you’re right now unless
you want to get into an
argument. You’re looking
especially good. Believe in
your objective, and they
will too.

Walk more. Today and
tomorrow are good for
financial planning. It’s
getting easier to advance
now. Consider a fanciful
proposal. Close a deal or
two.

Do what you promised,
a nd you r aut hor it y
increases. Focus on home
and family. You can make
wonderful things happen.
There’s plenty of more
work ahead.

Let an expert represent
you. Continue to increase
your skills in the coming
week, and pass along what
you’ve learned. Provide
common sense where you
find it lacking.

Enjoy time with family.
You’re beginning t wo
days of exposure to the
elements. You might get
wet. Take care. Prepare to
compromise. Increase the
range of choices.

Does all of the
informat ion f it? Keep
studying. A creative effort
breeds exc itement . A
female brings harmony.
You have less time for
yourself this week.

Put it in writing. Cash
figures in your decision.
Close a deal, and fulfill
a fantasy. Let it come to
you naturally. Resist a
particular temptation.

Write up a storm. Get
t he fact s. A llow you r
imaginations to run wild.
Act on your intuition now.
Send correspondence.
Accept generosity.

The answer will soon be
obvious, and the prize will
be sweeter for the wait.
Balance work with social
life. Follow a hunch about
the money.

Cont inue to get you r
thoughts down on paper.
A female provides treats.
Take time for pragmatic
future planning. Control
things from backstage.
Consider proposed
changes carefully.

A female works wonders
with little. Plan some fun
for today and tomorrow,
and get t he wheels in
motion. Follow intuition
as well as notes. You’re
gaining respect.

The heat is on. Work
out an agreement about
the future that you can
live w it h. Use simple
w o r d s . Yo u ’r e e x t r a
c o n f id e nt t o d a y a nd
tomorrow. Consider the
consequences.

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Capricorn

TODAY

TOMORROW

SINGER/SONGWRITER NIGHT FEAT. TIM
MCMANUS, KELSEY LOPEZ DE VICTORIA,
MARIO MCCLEAN AND YOUNGSTER
8 p.m., free
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.

MAJOR LEAGUE, MAKER,
TURNOVER, BRIGADES

CONUNDRUM JAZZ SESSIONS
8 p.m., $3
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

7 p.m., $6 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
“LIBERAL ARTS”
6 & 8:30 p.m.,
$7 students / $8 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 1607 Main St.

Aquarius

11/20/12

Pisces

@thegamecock

11/20/12

1 2 3 4

for 11/19/12

ACROSS
1 St. Basil’s
Cathedral locale
10 “Whereupon ...”
15 What Henry
taught Eliza
16 Diner choice
17 Rash
18 Did stable work
19 Heaps
20 Forever, it seems
22 Arctic explorer
John
23 Good-hearted
25 Building with a
dome
28 Snorkel, e.g.:
Abbr.
29 Shell mover
32 Angora goat
fabric
33 Evidentiary home
movie studied by
the Warren
Commission
36 Short-term
funding source
39 Site of regular
slopping
40 Soap component
41 Programs for
quick studies
44 Hoodwink
45 Catch on
46 AMEX, e.g.
49 Indulged in to
excess
51 Aglow in the
gloaming
54 Morass
55 Michael of “Juno”
58 Colleague of
Clarence and
Ruth
59 Squeeze
62 Target for some
keglers
64 Dandy’s
accessory
65 Like many
bibliographies
66 Bagpipes and
saxes
67 Overdrawn
account?
DOWN
1 Recovery locale
2 Gets together
quietly?
3 Prone to spoiling
4 “The beer that
made Milwaukee
famous”
5 Wouk captain

6 First name in
acting instruction
7 “O patria mia”
singer
8 “Walkabout”
director Nicolas
9 Rear-__
10 Chiseled muscles
11 Masked drama
12 Epitome of
deadness
13 With regularity
14 “My heavens!”
21 Cheddar’s county
24 Hardly easy
26 Self-titled jazz
vocal album of
1958
27 Old dial letters
30 Castor and Pollux
sailed on it
31 Chaka Khan’s old
group
34 Plant pest
35 Provoke
36 Pearl Harbor
attack, e.g.
37 Pass over
38 Act friendly
42 Source of Sun.
light?
43 Flirt with, in a way
47 Pick-up artist?
48 More minuscule
50 Joltless joe?
52 Painful paintball

Solutions from 11/19/12

mementos
53 Early personal
computer
maker
56 Mumbai royal
57 Journalists
Compton and
Curry
60 Show boredom
61 Alfa Romeo
sports cars
63 Head-slapper’s
cry
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Fuel

to the

Fire
Coaches stoke rivalry
with occasional jabs
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

S

o u t h
Carolina
coach Steve
Spurrier
l i k e s
Clemson
coach Dabo Swinney.
That’s right — after all of
the back-and-forth jabs the
two have exchanged, the rival
coaches’ wives even get along.
“I think he’s a wonderful
guy and an excellent coach,”
Spurrier said. “Ever y now
and then, just to keep the
rivalry going, I think he and I
need to say a little something
to stir up emotions here and
there.”
W hen Sw i n ney a nd
Spurrier settle t heir
supposed ly nonex istent
d i f f e r e nc e s o n t he f ie ld
Saturday night, the prior talk
will have no impact on the
game, though it has added
intrigue to a rivalry that has
only recent ly ascended to
national relevance.
“It’ll probably be all about
football this week,” Spurrier
said.
After USC beat Clemson
for a t h ird consecut ive
yea r last season , a quote
was w rongly at t r ibuted
to Spurrier on the official
Gamecock football Twitter
account. The quote said, “We
aren’t LSU, and we aren’t
Alabama. But we sure ain’t
Clemson.”
Sw i n ne y, not k now i n g
at the time that the quote
was not actually Spurrier’s,
responded with his notorious
r a nt ab out how t he r e a l
“USC” is in Sout hern
California and “Carolina” is
in Chapel Hill, N.C., among

Photo courtesy of MCT Campus

“Rivalry games are big
games, and you have
to step up.”
— Kenny Miles
other things.
From there, the comments
about each other and their
respect ive programs were
subtler. Spurrier conveniently
forgot Clemson’s stadium
is also referred to “Death
Va l ley ” when he sa id h is
players have never played at
Death Valley the week of the
LSU game.
Sw i n ne y re sp onded by
saying his players have never
played at USC before because
California is far away.
The latest incident
o cc u r red i n t he wa ke of
tailback Marcus Lattimore’s
season-ending knee injury.
Sw i n ne y compl i mented
Lattimore’s character and
said he was sad to see him
injured again.
At a South Carolina rally
for Lattimore, Spurrier said
he agreed wit h Swinney’s
comments about Lattimore,
but not before saying that
mo st of Sw i n ne y ’s ot her
remarks are “garbage” and
“B.S.”
Sw i n ne y sa id he wa s
embarrassed for how Spurrier
handled the situation. Famed
Yahoo sports columnist Dan

Wetzel wrote a column about
how Spurrier was “classless”
in his remarks.
While college football fans
across the country have taken
an interest in the bickering,
it h a s on ly added to t he
bragging rights at stake for
the teams’ fan bases. With
Clemson ranked 12t h and
South Carolina 13th, the two
will be playing for far more
than an upper hand in trash
talk during the next year.
For Clemson, a possible
Su g a r B ow l at-l a rg e bid
could be at stake . For the
G a mecock s, it’s a fou r t h
straight win over a team that
has traditionally owned the
rivalry and another chance at
a program-high of 11 wins.
T he g a me w i l l feat u re
a n e x c it i n g m a t c h u p o f
Clemson’s prolific offense
ag a i n st Sout h Ca rol i na’s
stout defense. Though there’s
ple nt y of f o ot b a l l t o b e
concerned with this week,
the matchup is still personal.
“They don’t like us that
much, and we don’t care for
t hem t hat much so I just
feel like it is a rivalry game,”
senior tailback Kenny Miles

sa id . “R iva l r y g a me s a re
big games, and you have to
step up when you get t he
opportunity.”
Though Spurrier has never
downplayed the importance
of the “state championship,”
he said he doesn’t think it
makes or breaks his season.
W hen he first became the
coach at South Carolina, fans
would tell him they didn’t
care if he lost every game as
long as he beat Clemson at
the end of the season.
Spurrier said he disagreed
with the sentiment. He said
if he had a choice, he’d rather
win all of the season’s games
and lose to Clemson.
“I t hink t hey overdid it
prior to (me) coming here,”
S p u r r ie r s a id . “ W h e n I
was hired, there were signs
all over t he locker room,
t he d re s s i n g ro om s , t he
coaches’ ofﬁce that said, ‘Beat
Clemson.’ They were all over
the place ... My belief is that
you don’t talk about one team
the entire year.”
N ow t hat t he yea r is
coming to a close and it’s the
week of the Clemson game,
players and coaches will not

hesitate in discussing t he
Tigers. Senior free safety DJ
Swearinger said the rivalry
is personal for him because
he grew up in Greenwood ,
halfway between Columbia
and Clemson.
For the seniors, another
win over the Tigers would
mean finishing a career as
a Gamecock wit hout ever
having lost to the archrival,
a rare feat in USC’s long
history.
“There’s been some talk
about t hat, a nd I t h i n k I
heard one of the Clemson
guys saying, ‘I certainly want
to beat them before I leave
here,’” Spurrier said. “It’s a
chance for that. It’s a chance
for a 10-win season and the
state championship . That’s
always a goal of ours every
year, and I think it’s probably
a goal of Clemson’s, too — to
win the state championship.
“It’s a huge game, and it
might be one of the biggest
games of our rivalry series
since I’ve been here anyway.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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Miles to lead Gamecocks

OFFENSE

Tailback looks to repeat strong performance
after celebrating second Senior Day
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tailback Kenny M iles has now celebrated
Senior Day twice, and both were accompanied by
memorable performances.
Miles wasn’t the starter in last year’s fi nal home
game against Clemson , but after then-freshman
Brandon Wilds struggled to move the ball, the
senior entered the game in the second quarter and
fi nished the game with a season high in rushing
yards.
After being honored in his second Senior Day
against Wofford Saturday, Miles ran for 127
yards, once again setting a season best.
“Before t he game when t he sen iors came
through, I told him we did this last year, but this
is the last time we can do it for you,” coach Steve
Spurrier said after the game. “He would probably
love to come back and play again.”
Now that his final home game is definitely
behind him, Miles will look to lead the bangedup Gamecock offense and duplicate his success
against Clemson last year.
The senior wasted no time in sparking South
Carolina’s offense against the Tigers last year,
rushing for 28 yards in his fi rst carry of the day.
In the same drive, he had three consecutive
receptions for 26 combined yards . His 97 allpurpose yards were second on the team.
South Carolina’s offense will rely on Miles
to have another strong performance against a
defense that struggled at stopping the run in the
early part of the season. But the unit has shown
progress under fi rst-year defensive coordinator
Brent Venables, allowing just 105 rushing yards to
N.C. State last week .
T he G a mecock s w i l l a lso look to rev ive
a passing game that took a step back against
Wofford after t wo impressive weeks against
conference rivals.
Junior quarterback Connor Shaw, who has
struggled with a foot injury since the Tennessee
game , made just 20 pass attempts on the day.
Shaw said he tried to stay in the pocket as long as
he could, but Wofford’s coverage forced him to
run the ball on most plays.
He was limited to 122 passing yards af ter
tally ing 356 and 272 against Tennessee and
Arkansas, respectively.
“Our passing game is a concern,” Spurrier said.
“We didn’t protect extremely well at times, and
we just didn’t throw it down the field very much
[Saturday]. We’ll see how we can improve and go
from there.”
Shaw said he retwisted his foot in the first
series of the game. In his Sunday teleconference,
Spurrier said Shaw will not practice much this

DEFENSE

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Redshirt senior Kenny Miles ran for a season-best 127 yards against Wofford last week, leading USC’s offense.
week and that he will be evaluated on Wednesday
or Thursday.
Sophomore wide receiver Bruce Ellington left
the game early with a wrist sprain, but Spurrier
said he could have played if needed. After two
straight weeks with more than 100 receiving
yards, Ellington made three receptions for just 22
yards Saturday.
With the struggles of the passing game, Miles’s
154 all-purpose yards were critical to the USC
offense. Spurrier praised the senior, saying he will
get a chance to play in the NFL and may even be
drafted in the middle rounds.
“I feel humbled and blessed for the opportunity

I’ve had to be at South Carolina for the last couple
years,” Miles said. “During the game, I didn’t
treat it like a Senior Day. I just treated it like any
other game. The main thing I focused on was just
to run hard and keep running.”
The goal of the passing game will be to avoid
throwing the ball sideways, as Shaw was forced to
do in the Wofford game.
“Hopefully we can throw some balls down the
field this week somewhere,” Spurrier said.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

USC prepares for elite offense

South Carolina transitions
to stopping passing game
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Accord i ng to Sout h Ca rol i na
c oac h St e ve Spu r r ier, t he
Gamecocks have not yet faced an
offense as dangerous as the one they
will have to stop at Clemson on
Saturday.
“I don’t k now if t hey lead t he
nation in offense, scoring, yards
a nd a l l t h at k i nd of st u f f, but
without a doubt, they will be the
best offensive team we have played
against,” Spurrier said. “It will be a
big challenge for us, but it should be
a heck of a game.”
The stats back Spurrier up, as
Clemson has averaged more than
500 yards of offense per game, and
the 44.6 points per game it scores is
fourth-best in the nation.
T he Tiger s a re com i ng of f a
62-48 win over N.C. State, where
they totaled 754 yards of offense .
However, the Tigers will face the
highest-ranked defense they have
seen since a 49-37 loss at Florida
State two months ago. USC is the
13t h -best defense in t he count r y
statistically and the No. 22 pass
defense, according to Football Bowl
Subdivision standings.
Si nce t hat los s, Clem son ha s
earned seven consecutive wins.
USC’s defense will face a tough
transition, as it has to focus on a
pass-heav y offense after facing a
t r iple- opt ion of fense ag a i nst
Wofford last Saturday.
C lem son h a s t he n i nt h-mo st
p a s s i n g y a r d s i n t he c o u nt r y ,
Wof ford is last i n t he Footba l l
C h a m p io n s h ip S u b d i v i s io n i n
passing yards . “We’ve played a lot
of football this season,” defensive
coordinator Lorenzo Ward said.
“Hopefully, the grinding that we
have had this season prepares us.

Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

After defending the triple option against Wofford on Saturday, USC must prepare to stop a pass-first offense at Clemson this week.
Clemson is scoring a lot of points
and putt ing up a lot of yards on
people. We have a big task ahead of
us, but I think the guys will bounce
back.”
The Gamecocks hope to improve
since the last time they played a
pass-fi rst offense. In games against
A r k a n s a s a n d Te n n e s s e e , t w o
prominent passing offenses, USC
allowed a combined 658 passing

yards.
Therefore, the Gamecock defense
knows it must be on its toes come
Saturday.
“We’ll definitely be doing way
more pass skeletons t h is week ,”
linebacker Shaq Wilson said. “We
are just going to start watching fi lm
of Clemson. We kind of know what
they do because we play them every
year, and the same people are still up

there. We’ll get ready for them like
we do every other week.”
But senior defensive back Akeem
Aug uste had a slight ly dif ferent
perspective about USC’s preparation
for its rival’s passing offense.
“It ain’t going to be no transition,”
Auguste said. “We’ve been waiting.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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BEHIND ENEMY LINES
Robbie Tinsley
The Tiger News Sports Editor
1. How will quarterback Tajh Boyd match up
against the South Carolina defensive front? Does
he deserve Heisman consideration?
Boyd matches up with this front much, much better than he did a year ago.
Part of the undoing of Clemson down the stretch last year was Boyd putting
on noticeable weight that really affected his mobility. This year, he has stayed
lean, is much better at avoiding the pressure and seems to be much more
aware of the best time to “tuck and run.”
As far as the Heisman is concerned, the argument could be made, but I
won’t make it. He’s had an amazing season — possibly the best in Clemson
history for a quarterback — but, at least to this point, what is his signature
win? What is his signature moment? Maybe he can get that with a win over
South Carolina, but I think next year makes more sense for a “Boyd for
Heisman” campaign.

Five questions with The Tiger News

week out with the emergence of Vic Beasley at pass rushing defensive end and
Spencer Shuey at middle linebacker.
The 48 points allowed to the Wolfpack are a cause for concern, though.
Sean Glennon is a good quarterback, but the amount of breakdowns in the
secondary is inexcusable. If the line gives Shaw time to throw, look for coach
Steve Spurrier to draw up some shots downﬁeld to Ace Sanders and Damiere
Byrd.

3. How have the jabs between Spurrier and
Clemson coach Dabo Swinney made the rivalry
better?
Well, it’s certainly given us a few story lines, hasn’t it? I think it has ignited
both of the fan bases, and that’s what makes this rivalry something special —
these are two very heated groups of fans.
It has also brought some national spotlight to the rivalry as well. Being
highly ranked certainly plays into that, but I think that neutrals love rivalries
where the coaches take shots at each other.

4. What would a fourth consecutive loss to USC
2. Is the Clemson defense better under new mean to the Clemson fan base?
It would be absolutely devastating. This is a fan base that ﬁ nds it difﬁcult to
defensive coordinator Brent Venables, and will the cope
with losing to South Carolina once. Now compound that by four. You
unit fare better against the Gamecocks’ offense have Swinney, who has been such a success in every other factor of being a
coach, and before this year, you still had a faction of the fan base saying he
with quarterback Connor Shaw?
should be out if he doesn’t beat South Carolina.
If I had answered this before N.C. State, I would have said you couldn’t
say anything but “deﬁ nitively yes.” The front-seven have improved week in,

On top of all that, this is a season where the team has won a lot of games,
but if you lose to the two best teams on your schedule, was it really a success?
Win, and you are looking at 11-1 and a possible trip to the Sugar Bowl, and
to top it all off, you have ﬁ nally gotten the Gamecock monkey off your back.
But lose, and this may be the most hollow 10-win season in history.

5. Prediction time — who ya got?

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Clemson quarterback Tajh Boyd has had one of the best seasons in Clemson history.

I fear shouts of “homer,” but it’s Clemson. South Carolina has a very good
defense, but when you look at that Tennessee game, Tyler Bray ripped this
secondary to shreds. Boyd, given time to throw, could continue his stretch
of v ideo game – esque
numbers. If Clemson
c a n t u r n t h i s i nto a
shootout, I really don’t
see any other outcome.
I n Colu mbia t h is
wou ld be a d if ferent
s t o r y, b u t i n D e at h
Valley, under the lights
and with full focus on
end i ng t h ree yea rs’
worth of hurt: Clemson
34, South Carolina 28.
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TRASH TALK
RIVAL EDITORS TRADE COMMENTS, INSULTS AHEAD OF SATURDAY’S USC-CLEMSON MATCHUP

South
Carolina
Did West Virginia just score again?
Remember that Orange Bowl where the
Mountaineers set a scoring record with 70
points? Where Geno Smith tied a record with
six touchdown passes? Where Tavon Austin
tied a record for any bowl game
with four touchdown catches?
Would Clemson fans prefer
to forget that game? Then let’s
t a l k i n s t e ad ab out t he f o nd
memories Tiger fans have of the
Gamecocks in recent years.
R e m e m b e r 2 0 0 9, w h e n a
Paulina
Clemson team ranked in the top
Berkovich 20 lost to a 6-5 USC team? The
Assistant Sports
ﬁ nal score was 34-17.
Editor
C lem son h ad a ch a nce for
revenge in 2010 , and what happened then?
The Tigers took a 7-0 lead within two minutes
and then didn’t score again the entire game.
South Carolina won that one 29-7.
Last year’s Gamecock win was equally
decisive. Remember how USC and Clemson
were t ied at 10 u nt il Sout h Carolina
q u a r t e r b ac k C o n nor
Shaw scored with less
than t wo minutes
in the ﬁ rst half ?
T he f i n a l of
t hat one was
34-13.
S h a w
burned the
Tigers on t he
ground the entire
night, and Kenny
Miles had so
much fun running
all over them that
even t hough he
was honored on
Sen ior Day last
year, he decided he
ju st h ad to come
back and do it again.
So Clemson fans
ca n say what t hey
want about the allt ime series. The
only rivalr y anyone
o n U S C ’s r o s t e r
remembers is one
where the Gamecocks
w i n b y a t l e a s t 17
points.
M a y b e t h at ’s w h y
the top recruits in the
s t at e a r e c o m i n g t o
USC now. They would
rather have a chance at
doi ng somet h i ng new
t h a n h a v e no c h a nc e
at repeat ing t hat 1981
national championships
the Tigers are so proud
of. Too bad they didn’t fare
as well in their most recent
trip to the Orange Bowl.
A n d t h i s w e e k ’s r a n k i n g s m a y h a v e
Clemson over USC , but the Gamecocks could
just as easily be a one-loss team with the
Tigers’ schedule. They’ve faced the likes of
Maryland, N.C. State and Virginia Tech in a
conference schedule that illustrates just why
the ACC deserves the nickname “All-Cupcake
Conference.”
The only true test Clemson has faced was
against then–No. 4 Florida State . A nd the
Tigers managed to give up a 14-point lead
to eventually lose by 12. This was the same
Florida State team that would lose to N.C.
State two weeks later.
If the Tigers had to play at the Swamp or
Death Valley ...
But wait. They play at Death Valley every
week. Clemson certainly earns no points for
creativity. South Carolina has already faced a
team called the Tigers twice this year.
The Gamecocks don’t need to resort to
pett y insults. They don’t need to refer to
Clemson fans as Taters. The team can do all
of the talking on the ﬁeld. They have the past
three years.
We may not be Alabama or LSU, but we
sure aren’t Clemson. USC fans couldn’t be
happier about that.
A nd to Dabo Swinney — this is the real
USC. This is t he USC t hat was founded
before California was a state,.
This is the Carolina that Clemson won’t be
able to roll over.
This is the University of South Carolina in
Columbia. And the Gamecocks are coming for
another win.

Clemson
Well, it’s about that time again, isn’t it?
As someone who grew up a Clemson fan in
this state, this used to be a week of excitement
in the buildup to The Game. But as the years
went along and I got more invested, it became
a week of crippling anxiety of the
possibility of having to listen to
South Carolina fans crow for 364
days.
But suddenly, after more than
a t housa nd days of abuse, t he
exc itement of t he week ha s
returned. Maybe it’s because the
Robbie
overwhelming vitriol has finally
Tinsley
worn away my nerves to the point of
Tiger News
numbness. Maybe it’s because I can
Sports Editor
disassociate myself with just being
a fan of Clemson and am more just
excited at the prospect of a huge matchup.
Or maybe it’s because I’m just not that worried.
As a consummate pessimist, I am usually the
ﬁrst one to ﬁnd the fatal ﬂaw that will lead to my
team’s downfall. The Braves didn’t have the
big bat in the middle of the lineup. Arsenal
lacks the clinical nature
i n f ront of t he goa l
that it takes to win
the Premiership.
The Falcons are
still employing
D u n t a
Robinson.
D e s p it e m y
nature, I just don’t
see how Clemson
w ill not w in t his
game this weekend.
But your defense is
terrible!
The secondary is a
bit terrible, yes. The
idea of Connor Shaw
sit t ing back in t he
pocket and throwing
deep to Ace Sanders is
a bit concerning, but
the front-seven is good
enough to where South
Carolina should not be
able run it down their
t hroats. The of fense
should be good for 2435 points. Do you think
it will be enough?
But you have not faced a
defense like this!
Even if you bel ieve
that, you have not faced
an offense like this either.
The closest thing was that
4-7 Tennessee team that
threw the ball up and down
the ﬁeld on your defense, at
home no less.
Me a nw h i le , C le m s on
has faced a great defense in
Florida State on a night when
Doak Campbell was rock ing. Chad
Morris ﬁgured out a way to score 37 points on
that defense on the road.
But we are much more battle-tested from our
schedule!
A nd it’s showing. Shaw still does not look
healthy, Jadeveon Clowney is battling with
his foot and Marcus Lattimore is out for the
year again. In the past three years, it has been
Clemson that has looked worse for wear coming
into this game.
Now, the offense is healthy and running on all
cylinders, and Tajh Boyd is the man at the wheel.
Clowney and the defensive line could throw a
wrench into that turbo-engine, but Boyd is much
more adept to face that pressure this year. Not
only has he not used Twitter all year, but he has
kept off the bad weight that slowed him and the
Clemson offense down during the stretch run a
year ago.
But ... SEC!
Funny how when teams lose conference games
in the PAC-12 and the Big 12, the conference
leaders are looked upon as ﬂawed and not worthy
of lofty rankings. But when that happens in the
SEC, it shows how deep the conference is, huh?
With the exception of A labama beating a
ﬂawed Michigan team in Arlington, Texas three
months ago, can you point to another time this
year when an SEC team ﬂexed its muscles against
a ranked nonconference team? You would be well
within your rights to ask the same thing of me, as
an ACC “fan.”
My point is that until the sun rises on Nov.
25, we should not pass total judgment on either
conference.
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GAMEDAY CHALLENGE
THIS WEEK’S
GAMES

Isabelle
Khurshudyan

Paulina
Berkovich

Kyle
Heck

Paul
Critzman

Sports Editor

Asst. Sports Editor

Staff Writer

SGTV training
coordinator

LSU

LSU

LSU

LSU

Michigan at Ohio State

Ohio State

Ohio State

Ohio State

Michigan

Kentucky at Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Oregon at Oregon State

Oregon

Oregon

Oregon

Oregon

Florida at Florida State

Florida

Florida

Florida State

Florida

Oklahoma

Oklahoma

Oklahoma

Oklahoma

UCLA

Stanford

Stanford

Stanford

USC

Notre Dame

USC

Notre Dame

Ole Miss

Mississippi State

Mississippi State

Mississippi State

South Carolina 34,
Clemson 30

South Carolina 27,
Clemson 20

South Carolina 41,
Clemson 27

South Carolina 35,
Clemson 17

LSU at Arkansas

Oklahoma State at Oklahoma
Stanford at UCLA
Notre Dame at USC
Mississippi State at Ole Miss
South Carolina at Clemson

GAMEDAY 411
South Carolina @ Clemson

WHERE:

Frank Howard Field at
Memorial Stadium, Clemson, S.C.

WHEN: Kickoff is scheduled for 7 p.m.
SERIES: Clemson leads 65-40-4.

WEATHER:

The forecast for the
Clemson area Saturday calls for sunny skies
with no chance of rain. The high temperature is
supposed to be 58 degrees with a low of 31.

L A S T M E E T I NG :

Sout h
Carolina 34-13 in 2011 in Columbia, S.C.

IN THE
MEDIA
RADIO:

Locally, the game will be
broadcast on 107.5 FM. Todd Ellis will do
the play-by-play, and Tommy Suggs will be
the color analyst . Langston Moore is the
sideline reporter. Additionally, a simulcast
of the Gamecock Radio Network broadcast
will be on satellite radio.

TELEVISION:

The game
will be televised on Gamecock TV. Andy
Demetra will handle play-by-play duties ,
and Brad Muller will be the color analyst.
The game will also be televised nationally
on ESPN.

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Congratulations,
Seniors
2012–13

Chris Keohane/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Andrew Askins/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Andrew Askins/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Michigan looks to hand OSU first loss

Irish take No. 1 ranking to Southern
Cal after defeating Wake Forest
Paulina Berkovich

BPERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

No. 20 Michigan @ Ohio State,
Saturday, noon, ABC
This meeting of Big 10 heav y weights is one
of the most storied rivalries in college football,
and this year both teams have something to play
for. Ohio State is ineligible for the postseason
but is one of only two undefeated teams left in
the countr y. Michigan, with a 6-1 conference
record, needs to win and hope for a Nebraska loss
to win the Legends Division and earn a trip to
the conference championship . The Wolverines
demolished Iowa 42-17 last week behind backup
quarterback Devin Gardner, who accounted for six
touchdowns. Starter Denard Robinson was back on
the ﬁeld as a running back after missing two weeks
with nerve damage in his elbow, and he ﬁ nished
the game with 98 rushing yards on 13 carries. The
Wolverines defeated the Buckeyes last year for the
ﬁ rst time since 2003.

No. 1 Notre Dame @ Southern Cal,
Saturday, 8 p.m., ABC
The rivalry game between the Irish and the
Trojans has been played every year since 1946 with
the Jeweled Shillelagh , a war club, as the prize.
Notre Dame was virtually handed its No. 1 ranking
after losses by Kansas State and Oregon last week
left it as the only undefeated team eligible for
the national championship. The Irish dominated
Wake Forest 38-0 last week to ﬁ nish undefeated
at home for the ﬁ rst time since 1998. Quarterback
Everett Golson had 346 passing yards and three
touchdowns to go along with 150 rushing yards by
running back Cierre Wood. Southern Cal, the topranked team in the nation in the preseason, hosts
Notre Dame after taking its fourth loss against
UCLA . The Trojans were down 24-0 half way
through the second quarter and closed the gap to
31-28 before a touchdown with four minutes left
sealed the win for the Bruins. Quarterback Matt
Barkley left the game with a shoulder injury in the
fourth quarter after tallying 301 yards, and he will
not play this week .

No. 5 Oregon @ No. 16 Oregon State,
Saturday, 3 p.m., Pac-12 Network

Oregon holds an all-time series lead of 59-46-10
in the rivalry game, known as the Civil War, and
it will look to extend its advantage after having
its national championship hopes all but dashed
with a 17-14 overtime loss to Stanford last week .
The Ducks need a Stanford loss and a victory
over the Beavers in their regular-season ﬁ nale to
win the Pac-12 North . Oregon has relied on its
high-powered offense all season, particularly on a
dominant running game with senior Kenjon Barner
at its helm. But after racking up 321 rushing yards
three weeks ago, the running back was limited to
fewer than 70 for the second consecutive week .
Oregon State enters this game riding momentum
from a 62-14 win against California. The Beavers
have one of the weakest running games in the
nation but will rely on their defense and passing as
they attempt to hand the Ducks a second loss.

No. 11 Stanford @ No. 15 UCLA,
Saturday, 6:30 p.m., Fox

After an unlikely upset of Oregon last week,
Stanford controls its own fate in the Pac-12. A win
over UCLA this weekend will set up a rematch
against the Bruins in the conference championship.
Trailing Oregon by a touchdow n af ter t hree
quarters, the Cardinal tied the game with less than
two minutes remaining on a 10-yard touchdown
pass from redshirt freshman Kevin Hogan to
junior tight end Zach Ertz. They won the game
on a ﬁeld goal after the Ducks missed a ﬁeld goal
attempt of their own . Stanford’s defense is 10th
in the nation with fewer than 17 points allowed
per game, and it will be tested again by a UCLA
offense that averages nearly 38 points per contest.
The Bruins clinched the Pac-12 South with their
win over Southern Cal last week . Their offense was
led by senior running back Johnathan Franklin ,
who finished the game with 171 yards and two
touchdowns, including the game winner.

No. 22 Oklahoma State @ No. 14
Oklahoma , Saturday, 3:30 p. m .,
ESPN
Oklahoma State’s offense had another big day
against Texas Tech last week, propelling t he
Cowboys to a 59-21 win . Senior wide receiver
Isaiah Anderson had a career-best 174 receiving
yards , catching three touchdown passes in the
rout . Oklahoma is coming off a much narrower
win, outlasting West Virginia 50-49 behind 554
passing yards and six touchdown passes from
quarterback Landry Jones , including the game
winner with 24 seconds left in the fourth quarter.
Historically, this rivalry has been dominated by
the Sooners , who hold an 82-17-7 lead all-time
in the so-called Bedlam Series . But Oklahoma
State won the matchup last year for the ﬁ rst time
since 2002 , dominating 44-10 . Junior running
back Joseph Randle led the offense with 151 yards
and two touchdowns , and the defense forced ﬁ ve
turnovers, including four by Jones. Randle has been
the Cowboys’ rushing leader this season as well,
averaging almost 100 yards per game. Both teams
trail Kansas State in the Big 12 standings , but
Oklahoma still has a chance for a BCS bowl bid.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Photos courtesy of MCT Campus
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FSU to host UF after clinching division

Alabama will win SEC West with
victory over Auburn in Iron Bowl
Nate Hammett

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

No. 6 Florida @ No. 10 Florida
State, Saturday, 3:30 p.m., ABC
Florida State punched its ticket to the ACC title
game Saturday by taking care of business against
Mar yland. Sen ior quar terback E .J. Manuel
completed 74 percent of his passes and had two
touchdowns as FSU cruised to a 41-14 victory.
Sophomore running back Devonta Freeman
had a big game against the Terps, rushing for
148 yards and averaging 9.3 yards per carr y.
The Noles will play against the ACC’s Coastal
Division winner in Charlotte, N.C., Dec. 1 in the
ACC Championship game. Last week, Florida
beat Jacksonville State 23-0 to move to 10-1 on
the season heading into rivalry weekend. Florida
felt the absence of sophomore quarterback Jeff
Driskell as backup Jacoby Brissett and the offense
reached the end zone just one time against the
Gamecocks. The Gators’ defense once again
came up big, holding Jacksonville State to fewer
than 250 yards of offense. Jon Bostic’s pick-six
in the third quarter helped seal the win. The
Gators lead the all-time series against Florida
State 33-21-2.

Auburn @ No. 2 Alabama,
Saturday, 2:30 p.m., CBS

Thought of by some to be the most heated,
impassioned and vicious rivalry in A merican
sports, Auburn and Alabama will face off in the
77th edition of the Iron Bowl . Auburn had its
best offensive performance of the season with
a win over Alabama A&M last week. Running
backs Tre Mason and Onterio McCalebb led
the way with more than 100 yards rushing each.
Freshman quarterback Jonathan Wallace threw
for 171 yards and a touchdown in the 51-7 win.
The Crimson Tide rolled past Western Carolina
49-0 to enter the Auburn game at 10-1 for the
second straight year. Alabama’s rushing attack
put up 300 yards against the Catamounts and was
so effective that quarterback A.J. McCarron only
attempted six passes. McCarron ﬁ nished six-ofsix on the day for 133 yards and a touchdown .
Alabama leads the Iron Bowl series, which dates
back to 1893, 41-34-1. The Tide will clinch a
berth in the SEC Championship game against
Georgia with a win over the Tigers on Saturday.

Georgia Tech @ No. 3 Georgia ,
Saturday, noon, ESPN

The Georgia Bulldogs beat Georgia Southern
last Saturday, 45-14. Aaron Murray lit up Georgia
Southern’s secondary, passing for 330 yards and
four touchdowns. The Dawgs struggled to contain
the Eagles’ triple-option scheme, surrendering
5.2 yards per carry and 302 total rushing yards.
However, Georgia’s defense managed to hold
Georgia Southern to two touchdowns and forced
two fumbles . The Bulldogs will face another
triple-option team next weekend as they prepare
to face in-state rival Georgia Tech. Tech became
bowl eligible with a 42-24 victory over Duke. The
Yellow Jackets ran for 330 yards against the Blue
Devils and gained 449 total yards in the victory.
If the Bulldogs beat Georgia Tech, they will be
11-1 heading into the SEC Championship game.

Kentucky @ Tennessee, Saturday,
12:21 p.m., SEC Network/ESPN3

Both the Volunteers and the Wildcats have
undergone coaching turmoil during the past
few weeks. Tennessee coach Derek Dooley was
released from his duties Sunday and will not be on
the sidelines against Kentucky. Joker Phillips will
not return in 2013 but will coach the Wildcats
on Saturday against the Volunteers . Tennessee
struggled offensively last weekend, gaining only
303 yards against the Commodores. Quarterback
Tyler Bray had his worst performance of the
year, as the junior threw two interceptions and
completed less than 50 percent of his passes. The
loss was only the second time in 36 years that
Tennessee fell to Vanderbilt. Kentucky earned
just its second win of the season by beating
Samford last Saturday. The Wildcats ran for
more than 340 yards, and freshman quarterback
Jalen Whitlow completed 10-of-13 passes for 113
passing yards and a touchdown.

No. 25 Mississippi State @ Ole
Miss, Saturday, 7 p.m., ESPNU

The Bulldogs and the Rebels meet once again
in one of the South’s oldest rivalries, the Egg
Bowl. After leading Arkansas 17-14 at halftime,
Mississippi State exploded in the second half to
defeat the Razorbacks 45-14. Quarterback Tyler
Russell threw for 274 yards and four touchdowns,
helping the Bulldogs put up more than 500 yards
of total offense in the win. Mississippi State
moved to 8-3 on the season and 4-3 in the SEC
by beating the Hogs. Ole Miss and LSU were
tied 35-35 with less than a minute left when LSU
running back Jeremy Hill ran into the endzone for
the Tigers to take a 41-35 lead and win the game.
The Rebels fought hard with the Tigers all night,
outgaining them on the ground and through the
air. Although quarterback Bo Wallace completed
only 43 percent of his passes , he threw for 310
yards and two touchdowns against one of the
SEC’s most formidable defenses.

No. 8 LSU @ Arkansas , Friday,
2:30 p.m., CBS

LSU narrowly escaped an upset Saturday by
beating Ole Miss in the final minute. Junior

Photos courtesy of MCT Campus

quarterback Zach Mettenberger was 22-of-37
for 282 yards but threw two interceptions and
no touchdowns. Although the Tiger defense was
gashed for 316 passing yards and 463 total yards,
LSU forced one fumble and three interceptions
to stay in the game . A rkansas fell to 4 -7 on
the season and 2-5 in the SEC after losing to
Mississippi State Sat urday. A lt hough senior
quarterback Tyler Wilson completed 79 percent
of his passes for 225 yards and two touchdowns,
Wilson tossed two interceptions. The Razorbacks
also lost three fumbles to the Bulldogs . “The
Battle for the Boot” between LSU and Arkansas
is typically fought in Baton Rouge, La., and Little
Rock, Ark., but this year, Arkansas will host the
Tigers in Fayetteville.

Missouri @ No. 9 Texas A&M ,
Saturday, 7 p.m. ESPN2

The two new additions to the SEC will meet
Saturday to close out the 2012 regular season.
If quarterback Johnny Manziel and the Aggies
beat Missouri, then Texas A&M will end with a
6-2 SEC record in its ﬁ rst season as a member of
the league. Last week, the Aggies went up by 40
points after the ﬁ rst three quarters to beat Sam
Houston State, 47-28 . Manziel threw for 267
yards and three touchdowns as the Aggies cruised
to victory with nearly 530 total yards. Missouri

will be ﬁghting for a potential bowl bid after the
Tigers fell to Syracuse last weekend. Missouri
took a 17-10 lead into the half, but was outscored
21-10 in the fourth quarter. Quarterback James
Frank lin was injured during the game after
complet ing 17 passes for 279 yards and t wo
touchdowns.

Va n d e r b i l t @ Wa k e Fo r e s t ,
Saturday, 3:30 p.m., ESPNU
Vanderbilt ﬁ nds itself on the verge of an 8-4
season . The Commodores will face off against
ACC rival Wake Forest after beating Tennessee
last Saturday. Senior quarterback Jordan Rodgers
threw for 245 yards and two touchdowns to beat
the Volunteers. The Commodores forced Tyler
Bray, the leader of the SEC’s most proliﬁc passing
offense, to complete just 11-of-29 passes and
picked him off twice. Wake Forest will attempt
to win its sixth game and become bowl eligible
against the Commodores this Saturday. Last
week, the Demon Deacons were shut out on the
road by then–No. 3 Notre Dame. Wake Forest
compiled just 209 total yards and only 55 rushing
yards in the 38-0 defeat .

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Don’t eat too much
turkey on Thursday...

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, November 28, 2012: 7PM

Women’s Basketball vs. Drexel
Sunday, December 2, 2012: 12PM

Men’s Basketball vs. Clemson

